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| minus lens $15.79 It was in New York, however, that he determined to 
pursue the profession in earnest. Encouragement came from Elder Sten- 
house who had reportedly brought a stereoscopic camera from England 
which both men experimented with in New York. Savage learned what 
| he could about photography, investigating the improved collodion wet- 
j plate process. 

Mathew Brady was then converting his daguerreotype operation 
| over to the wet plate. In 1856, Alexander Gardner, an English photo- 
| grapher, had joined Brady in New York, and with him had come the 
| process of enlarging prints for Brady's gallery." At this time, Savage was 
| also participating in a Mormon choir and cultivating an interest in music 
| and singing that stayed with him the remainder of his life. 

! Leaving his family in New York, Savage headed West in 1859 on 
i a special assignment to Florence, Nebraska Territory, for the Mormon 
| Church. There he made his first commercial start in the photographic 
| business, setting up his camera in front of an old grey blanket and taking 
portraits. His darkroom consisted of a converted tea chest.” A year later, 
living with his family once again, he set up shop in Council Bluffs, Iowa. 
| In his diary, dated April 30, 1860, he reported total income “from tak- 
| ing pictures” in the first five months of the year at $224.75, plus $50.00 
for “giving instructions in the art."" Apparently he was trying to earn 


* Ibid., December 5, 1855. 

` Meredith, Mr. Lincoln's Camera Man, 54. 
wage Biography. 

aec Diaries, 1860. 


C. R. Savage captured many historic moments including this 1867 
Mormon wagon train heading toward Salt Lake City. From a print 
in the LDS Church Historian's Office. 
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